
Upcoming Events  
Open House  

at our new location:  

614 W. National Ave.  

January 22, 2009 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  

Join us for food & drinks to celebrate our move!  

 

Centro Legalõs  

First Annual Luncheon  

Turning Hope into Action...One Client at a Time  

February 18, 2009  

Location: Italian Community Center  

From 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

RSVP online at www. centrolegalwisconsin.org  
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     614 W. National Ave. Milwaukee, WI 53204  
(414) 384-7900           www.centrolegalwisconsin.org  

Centro Legal is adopted by  

FUEL Milwaukee 

FUEL Milwaukee chose Centro Legal as one of eight  

non-profits to be a part of the new ñAdopt a non-profitò 

program. ñThe Adopt-a-Nonprofit program was developed 

to capture the best of a former program, the Service 

Circuit, while overcoming its limitations,ò said Creative 

Director of FUEL Corry Biddle. 

  

For one year, FUEL members will contribute their talents 

and resources to the eight diverse organizations chosen. 

Centro Legal is already benefiting from the efforts and 

enthusiasm of FUEL. ñWe chose Centro Legal because it 

met our criteria of servicing a diverse group of people, 

and it was clear that Centro Legal would use to the fullest 

extent the opportunities and professional services that 

FUEL could offer,ò explained Jennifer Meyer, team lead 

for the Service Circuit sub-committee of the Creative 

Council for FUEL. 

 

To introduce the nonprofits to the nearly 6,000 FUEL 

members, FUEL sponsored a launch event at the Marcus 

Center on November 6, 2009. Each nonprofit had a 

booth, and FUEL members were encouraged to visit each 

one in order to get a stamp for their ñpassportò. Television 

star Jane Kaczmarek, a native of Milwaukee, was the 

keynote speaker. She inspired FUEL members with tales 

of her own philanthropic initiatives and dreams.  

 

Centro Legalôs booth featured a clever jeopardy-style 

legal trivia game hosted by Centro Legal criminal 

attorney, Michael Balter. Winners received authentic 

Mexican candy. FUEL members expressed interest about 

Centro Legal, and many signed up for upcoming 

volunteer opportunities. 

 

ñI expect the Adopt-a-Nonprofit program to continue to 

grow and place the Milwaukee region on the map as a 

community that cares and gives back,ò said Meyer. 

ñSpecifically for Centro Legal, I hope that this program 

helps them gain access to and cultivate long-lasting 

relationships with professionals.ò 

 

Above : Attorney Michael Balter asks a FUEL member a legal trivia questions. 
Below:  FUEL members who helped create Centro Legalôs booth. 

THE ADVOCATE 



 

 Roughly 150 toys were collected at the 

joint Noche de Niños event hosted by Centro 

Legal and the Hispanic  Professionals of 

Greater Milwaukee (HPGM) on December 3, 

2008. Thanks to our sponsor, Davis & Kuelthau , 

guests enjoyed socializing and  at The Palms 

Bistro in the Third Ward  

 The collected toys were distributed at 

UMOSôs Breakfast with Santa event to Hispanic 

children. Centro Legal also collected toys to 

deliver to past clients, most of whom are children 

of survivors of domestic abuse. 

 Board Members from both organizations 

were able to meet and socialize. Centro Legal 

and HPGM will soon be located in the same 

building.  

 Noche de Niños 

 Centro Legal is now located at 614 W. National 

Avenue on the second floor. The building also houses the 

Council for the Spanish Speaking and the Hispanic 

Professionals of Greater Milwaukee. 

 ñThe new location is closer to the courthouse and 

will be more convenient, allowing us to better serve our 

clients. Also, we are excited to partner with the other 

organizations in the building and in the neighborhood that 

serve important needs in the same community,ò said Jason 

Mishelow, senior attorney and finance officer for Centro 

Legal. 

 Please join Centro Legal staff and supporters at the 

new office for our open house on January 22, 2009 from 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

/ŜƴǘǊƻ [ŜƎŀƭΩǎ bŜǿ hŦŦƛŎŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

 

Congratulations to Mary Scheibel !  

Board Member, Mary Scheibel of Scheibel Halaska, was awarded honorable mention for the  

Ovation Award for Corporate Support from the Donorôs Forum of Wisconsin.  

The award recognized Maryôs marketing and branding contributions to Centro Legal. 

 The economy has impacted both our clients and 

our practice.  While we are finding ways to serve the 

most clients possible, like many nonprofits, we are also 

"tightening our belts" and making changes to run our 

organization even more efficiently.   

 Unfortunately, in order to operate within 

our budget, we are reducing our staff size from five staff 

attorneys to four effective February 1, 2009.  We will 

attempt to maintain our case capacity by working with 

volunteer attorneys, student interns, and accessing more 

support from our existing volunteers.   

 Our priority remains providing the highest quality 

legal services possible.  Thank you for ongoing support 

during this challenging period. 

Members from both Centro Legal and Hispanic Professionals of Greater Milwaukee 

enjoyed getting to know each other at Noche de Niños. The two organizations are 

now located in the same building.  

THE ECONOMY AND CENTRO LEGAL 
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Board of Directors:  
 

Robyn Arnold  Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.   
Domingo Cruz  Northwestern Mutual 
Noah Domnitz  Domnitz & Skemp, S.C. 
Chris Ford  Chris Ford Law   
Richard Gallun  Fiserv. Inc. (Retired) 
Nadelle Grossman  Marquette University Law School 
Pat Kandziora  M&I Business Banking 
Thomas Klein   Peckerman & Klein   
Harvey Kurtz  Foley & Lardner, LLP 
Jessica Poliner  Kravit, Hovel & Krawczyk S.C.  
Mary Scheibel  Scheibel Halaska, Inc.   
Laura Straus  Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren S.C. 
Daniel Vaccaro  Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP  
Jesus Villa  Community Volunteer 
Rebecca Valcq  We Energies 

Griselda Aldrete 
Ilana Avital 
Deborah Azar 
Jessica Barnett 
Carrie Berg 
Aliah Berman 
Melissa Blair 
Yvonne Brodsky 
Kristian Corby 
Samantha Dennis 
Noah Domnitz 
Andrew Engel 
Brea Engel 
Christine Fero 
Casey Fleming 
Casey Foltz 
Sylvannah Gates 
Heather Gatewood 
Andrew Golden 
Ann Granitz 
Sara Harvey 
Laura Hernandez 
Candace Hayward Hoke 
Devin Holling 
Kadie Jelenchick 
Tim Johnson 
Lucy Kelly 
John Khalil 
Alex Lesko 

 

Staff:  
Ilana Avital             Samantha Levihn 
Michael Balter            Jessica Marquez Murphy          
Evelyn Campos                    Jason Mishelow 
Lupita Campos                     Jaclyn Ostronic 
David Eskra                  Ashley Wise  
Lisette Khalil                                 
      

ñRosaò had been separated from her husband for 

many years before she decided that a divorce was 

necessary to claim the child support she needed to raise 

her two children. Rosa always believed that a divorce was 

too expensive, but she was struggling to provide for her 

children on wages earned by cleaning office buildings. 

Rosaôs husband moved to Texas. While the 

children were visiting, he decided to pursue a divorce. 

Rosa decided to quit her job and go to Texas to make sure 

she was able to get the rights to her children. He later 

decided not to follow through with the divorce.  

When Rosa returned from Texas, she wanted to 

finalize the divorce by having a lawyer of her own. Growing 

up on the south side of Milwaukee, Rosa had passed 

Centro Legalôs building on Mitchell Street and thought 

about using their services. She also remembered a former 

neighbor who had spoken highly of the agency. Rosa can 

attest to the difficulties faced by many women who try to 

find affordable legal help. She believes that many women 

like herself delay the divorce process for fear of finding 

sufficient funds to pay for the divorce.  

Working with her Centro Legal attorney, Samantha 

Levihn, Rosa felt informed and comfortable. Samantha 

helped when Rosa felt discouraged because she was 

having troubles getting in touch with her husband.  

ñHe doesnôt make contact anymore, or want see 

the kids. How do I explain that to my eight-year-old 

daughter?ò said Rosa. Her son is only three and she 

believes he is already starting to forget his father.  

Rosa hopes to one day return to school and enter 

into the business world, but right now her priorities are 

making enough money to raise her kids. The child support 

she is asking from her husband will hopefully ease her 

burden.  

Pick Nô Save ñWe Careò Program  

Visit the Customer Service counter at any local Pick Nô Save and register 

your Advantage Card with our account number 109070. A percentage of 

your purchase will benefit Centro Legal. 

In-Kind Donation Wish List  

Laptop or desktop computers, Pentium IV or newer 

State Bar CLE ñUltimate Passò 

Chairs for client waiting room 

Printing services for special events 

GoodSearch  

Use GoodSearch.com, a search engine powered by Yahoo with a 

unique social mission. Just go to www.goodsearch.com and enter 

social cause, Centro Legal . Each time you use this search engine a 

donation will be made to Centro Legal.  

 

Gretchen Lindlau 
Lauren Luke 
Terry Mambu 
Prof. Judith McMullen 
Jennie Meyer 
Jenny Miller 
Kali Murray 
Kate Nugent 
Lou Pieh 
Dr. Charles Post 
Maureen Post 
Megan Raynor 
Angie Renteria 
Kate Robbins 
Jacquelynn Ruiz 
Amy Sanchez 
Katie Sawyer 
Kyle Silver 
David Stoffel 
Stacey Stoffel 
Kelli Taffora 
Notesong Srisopark Thompson 
Caroline Torres 
Christina Valeriano 
Katie Vertovec 
Valerie Vidal 
Stephanie Vincent 
Jessica Whitmer 
Ashley Williams 
Tiffany Wynn 

Volunteers:  




