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Women Helping Women 

 Over 150 people attended the ñWomen Helping 
Womenò fundraiser at Milwaukeeôs InterContinental hotel 
on August 8, 2008. Guests participated in the silent and 
live auctions, a jewelry raffle, and many received free 
chair massages. Individual and corporate donors 
contributed unique auction items; from autographed 
sports memorabilia to airline tickets, the varied 97 items 
in the auctions gave everyone a reason to bid. 

Guests raised both money and awareness while 
they enjoyed an evening of entertainment at the 
InterContinental. ñThe venue was perfect! The 
atmosphere was warm and comfortable, yet 
sophisticated,ò described Pat Kandziora of M&I Bank . 
She is a Centro Legal Board Member and a volunteer on 
the event planning committee, who had a special 
connection to the event. ñI grew up in the neighborhood 
that Centro Legal serves. The agencyôs needs are near 
and dear to my heart,ò said Kandziora. 

Kandziora worked with seventeen other 
volunteers on the event planning committee.  ñWomen 
Helping Women is our largest annual event and we relied 
heavily upon the generosity of our event committee to 
make this event a reality.  We were very fortunate to 
have such dedicated volunteers who were willing to get 
involved,ò said Lisette Khalil, Associate Director of Centro 
Legal. 

Centro Legal has traditionally faced the obstacle 
of having low visibility in the Milwaukee community 
outside of the organizationôs south-side neighborhood. 
ñThe success of this event allowed Centro Legal to 
effectively introduce itself and to reach out to the 
community beyond its clients,ò said Kandziora. Success 
of the event is also evident in the funds raised: $21,304  
will go toward helping women and children clients of 
Centro Legal. 

ñCentro Legal distinguishes itself from other 
nonprofit agencies because of its commitment to 
providing professional services to those who would 
otherwise have to fend without,ò said Kandziora.  This is 
especially true for women who are struggling to leave 
abusive relationships or are unable to afford traditional 
legal fees. 

ñThe most rewarding part of this experience was 
witnessing the reactions of people who were just learning 
about Centro Legal and its clients. I felt proud to be a part 
of it,ò said Kandziora. 
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Women Helping Women Chairperson,  

Jessica Poliner spoke at the event. 

Check out the article on page 3 about a female client and 

how Centro Legal has made a difference in her life. 

M&I Bank employees Karen Munoz, Tristan Goetz, Pat 

Kandziora attended the Women Helping Women auction.  

M&I was a presenting sponsor at the event. 

Event Sponsors: 

M&I Bank 

Michael Best & 
Friedrich LLP 

Godfrey & Kahn S.C. 

Metavante 

Quarles & Brady LLP 

Stark Investments 



 Noche de Niños will be held on December  3, 2008 at the 

Palms Bistro and Bar in the Third Ward.  This event is 

organized in partnership with Hispanic Professionals of 

Greater Milwaukee . Together, we are working to collect toys 

and books to be used as holiday gifts for low-income Hispanic 

youth in our community. 

 

How can you get involved?  

¶ Organize a toy drive at your work. 

¶ Mark your calendar and plan to attend. 

¶ Help spread the word about this fun event! 

 

Look for more information about Noche de Niños on the Centro 

Legal website in October.  

Women Helping Women  

Event Planning Committee:  

 

 

Noche de Niños 

Robyn Arnold 

Carrie Berg 

Melissa Blair 

Domingo Cruz 

Ann Granitz 

Nadelle Grossman 

Candance Hayward-Hoke 

Pat Kandziora 

Lisette Khalil 

Ali Kravit 

Teresa Mambu 

Jessica Marquez Murphy 

Kali Murray 

Kate Ruidl 

Katie Sawyer 

Stephanie Vincent 

Valerie P. Vidal 

Get Involved: Volunteer on an Event Planning Committee!  

Event Planning committees meet periodically prior to each event. Volunteers can help by securing 

sponsorships, selling tables, securing auction items, planning decorations and organizing even logistics. 

We are looking for volunteers to help plan the following events:   

Centro Legal Annual Luncheon  

February 18, 2009  

Beer Tasting & Sports Memorabilia Auction  

April 30, 2009  

Please contact Lisette Khalil (lkhalil@centrolegalwisconsin.org) if you are interested in volunteering. 

Guests enjoyed hors dôoeuvres while reading 

 through the list of auction and raffle items. 

 òI have been actively involved with many 

NGOs (non governmental organizations) for the 

past five years and rarely ,if ever, have seen 

operations as transparent and staff as committed as 

at Centro Legal.  I personally have never come 

across an NGO more effective at helping those who 

seek their services.ó  

-Brea Engel , former Centro Legal Intern  

and current law student at Wayne State University 

Student Perspective 

 

Women Helping Women Auction  

August 6, 2009  

Noche de Niños  

December 2009  



 ñDeniseôsò marriage was characterized by empty 

promises. Five years into their marriage, Denise wanted a 

divorce, but her husband persuaded her that he would change. 

Their first child also encouraged Denise to give their marriage 

another try. She saw improvement, but it was only temporary. 

 Deniseôs husband spent seven years of their marriage 

unemployed. He convinced her that he had found stable 

employment in Wisconsin, so Denise and her two children 

moved here from North Carolina. Denise had her hesitations 

about moving on such a whim, but her husband reassured her 

that this move would be the change they needed. Denise soon 

discovered that her husband had lied. The quick uproot and 

the higher price of living left the family with too many financial 

burdens that they were forced to move in with the husbandôs 

family. Eight people now lived in a two-bedroom house. 

 Besides the coupleôs financial struggle, religious 

differences also took a toll on the marriage. At first Denise tried 

to participate in her husbandôs religious activities. ñI was losing 

the person I was to make another person happy,ò said Denise. 

She was ready to seriously pursue a divorce, but she was 

unsure who to turn to in the new city. The couple separated 

and Denise began to research affordable legal help. 

 Deniseôs husband would come to her work to threaten 

her during the separation.  One of Deniseôs co-workers 

advised her on criteria she should look for when searching for 

legal representation. ñWhen I looked up all of those 

characteristics, Centro Legal came up,ò explained Denise. 

 She was glad that Jason Mishelow, her Centro Legal 

family attorney, provided her with all of her options. Denise 

wanted joint custody of the coupleôs four and six-year-old 

children. Her husband initially agreed, but when he appeared 

in court he surprised Denise by asking the judge for full 

custody. ñI was shocked beyond belief,ò said Denise.  

Thankfully, with Attorney Mishelowôs help, she was able to 

voice her argument and the judge agreed that joint custody 

was in the best interest of the children. 

 ñAs much as divorce affects the couple involved, it 

more so affects the children,ò said Denise. She cites 

communication as the most essential tool for success between 

divorced couples sharing custody. Denise believes that the 

children are the ones who suffer most when the parents cannot 

communicate properly. 

 Today, Denise is in a healthy and productive 

relationship. ñFinding someone who respects you and your 

children is worth it,ò said Denise. 

! /ƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅΥ 

Broken Promises 

Thanks to MillerCoors  for donating indoor signage 

for the Centro Legal office! The new signage 

highlights Centro Legalôs new logo and tagline. 

                

Board of Directors:  
 
Robyn Arnold  Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.   
Domingo Cruz  Northwestern Mutual 
Chris Ford  Chris Ford Law   
Richard Gallun  Fiserv. Inc. (Retired) 
Richard Glaisner Fiduciary Real Estate Development 
Nadelle Grossman  Marquette University Law School 
David Irwin  Fiserv Inc.   
Pat Kandziora  M&I Business Banking 
Thomas Klein   Peckerman & Klein   
Harvey Kurtz  Foley & Lardner, LLP 
Jessica Poliner  Kravit, Hovel & Krawczyk S.C.  
Larry Salustro  WE Energies (Retired) 
Mary Scheibel  Scheibel Halaska, Inc.   
Laura Straus  Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren S.C. 
Daniel Vaccaro  Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP  
Jesus Villa  Community Volunteer 

               Volunteers and Interns:  

 
Deborah Azar            Laura Hernandez 
Jessica Barnett            Devin Holling 
Kristian Corby            Maureen Post 
Andrew Engel            Kyle Silver 
Brea Engel            David Stoffel 
Sylvannah  Gates           Katie Vertovec 
Andrew Golden                        Jessica Whitmer            

                               Staff:  
 
Michael Balter           Samantha Levihn 
Evelyn Campos          Jessica Marquez Murphy 
Lupita Campos           Jason Mishelow 
David Eskra        Jaclyn Ostronic 
Lisette Khalil        Ashley Wise  


