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 Guests roamed the cleverly designed 

Eisner Museum of Advertising and Design on April 

24 in hopes of raising money and awareness for 

Centro Legal. They listened to live music by Mike 

Keane, tasted wine provided by LoDuca Brothers 

Wines and enjoyed hearty hors dôoeuvres. 

 A volunteer planning committee worked for 

months gathering donations and raffle prizes, 

generating awareness for the event, and preparing 

presentation materials. Committee member Laura 

Straus , an attorney with Reinhart Boerner Van 

Deuren, said that the event met its objectives. 

ñFirst, we wanted to expand interest in Centro 

Legal among lawyers and young professionals in 

Milwaukee, and second we wanted to raise money 

for the organization.ò 

 People were encouraged to purchase 

raffle tickets for prizes like tickets to the Milwaukee 

Rep and Brewersô games. Many tested their luck                             

       Continued on next page  

Get Involved: Events & Donations 

June 14, 2008 

  ñThatôs My Dad!ò Celebration 
11:00 amτ 5:00 pm 

Humboldt Park  

Event is sponsored by the Milwaukee Fatherhood Collaborative.  

Centro Legal will have a booth at the event. 

Join us for a day of fun, food, and family! 

 

August 8, 2008 

Women Helping Women  

5:30τ9:00 pm 

Fundraiser at the InterContinental Milwaukee 

Registration is $45 per person 

Register online at www.centrolegalwisconsin.org 

Event includes hors dóeuvres, live music, a silent auction, a jewelry 

raffle, and complimentary chair massages. 

  

Pick Nô Save ñWe Careò Program 

Visit the Customer Service counter at any local  
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109070.  A percentage of your purchase will benefit Centro Legal.   

 

In - Kind Donation Wish List  

Small refrigerator 

Subscription to local publications 

Printing services 

 

For more information about events and donations, contact  

Lisette Khalil, Associate Director at 414-384-7900  

 

Event Sponsors: 

Foley & Lardner LLP 

Gass Weber Mullins LLC 

Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren SC 

Beneco of Wisconsin 

IVIZE 

     1711 S. 11th St. Milwaukee, WI 53204   (414) 384 -7000 
                               www.centrolegalwisconsin.org  

Centro Legal Board Member Tom Klein and his wife Deborah 

at the Centro Legal ñUncorkedò Event 



ñUncorkedò continued from page 1 

at the wine pull. Board member, Domingo Cruz, reflected on 

Centro Legalôs past achievements and future goals.  

ñIt was a lovely evening. The guests enjoyed 

wandering through the Eisner Museum and taking a leisurely 

path through the exhibits,ò said Straus. 

 ñWe measured our success by calculating the number 

of new participants and by determining the extent to which the 

revenues exceeded the expenses,ò explained Straus. One 

hundred and forty people attended the event and 91 were new 

to the organization. 

Although the event attracted new people, it also 

appealed to those who have witnessed Centro Legalôs growth 

and transformation over the past few years. Although the 

event attracted new people, it also appealed to those who 

have witnessed Centro Legalôs growth and transformation 

over the past few years.  ñI have been involved with Centro 

Legal as a Board member and volunteer for several years,ò 

said attorney Domingo Cruz .  

ñIt is very gratifying to see how much Centro Legal has 

grown over the years and to see the agency creating 

professional events like the wine tasting. We have come a 

long way from where we started and I am glad to have a part 

in shaping the organization's future," said Cruz. 
Reaching Out 

 
Centro Legal recently began offering free family law 

classes at the Vincent Family Resource Center on the 

cityôs north side.  This program, coordinated in partnership 

with the Milwaukee Fatherhood Collaborative , is an effort 

to educate potential family court litigants.   

The curriculum includes information about divorce 

proceedings, domestic abuse restraining orders, child 

support, and child custody.  Milwaukee County courts are 

flooded with pro se litigants and we are doing our part to 

educate individuals about family court.  We want to equip 

parents with accurate and useful information about the court 

system and about their options under Wisconsin law.   

The classes have started small, but will continue to 

grow. We are hoping to expand to additional locations 

throughout the county. Educating resdients is yet another 

way Centro Legal fulfills its mission of helping low-income 

families access legal resources and justice. If you are 

interested in hosting a family law class at your agency, 

please contact Centro Legal at 414 -384-7900. 
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family law classes 

Planning Committee 

Volunteers:  

 

Michael Balter 

Domingo Cruz 

John Khalil 

Jenny Miller 

Jessica Poliner 

Jacquelynn Ruiz 

Stacey Stoffel 

Laura Straus 

Jesus Villa 

Tiffany Wynn 



When asked to describe life after divorce, ñAnaò didnôt 

hesitate to reply, ñTranquila.ò Relief and relaxation have come 

as a result of Anaôs decision to divorce her husband. 

After spending years being mistreated by her 

husband, Ana sought legal assistance. Her womanôs group 

recommended that she go to Centro Legal to receive 

affordable legal help. Fortunately, Centro Legal is able to help 

women who may postpone getting a divorce for fear of 

financial insecurity.  

As a Spanish speaker, it was important to Ana that 

she find an agency with bilingual services. Ana is part of the 

25 percent of Centro Legalôs clients who speak Spanish as 

their primary language. 

Ana was pleased with her lawyer, Samantha Kegley 

Levihn . Attorney Levihn guided Ana through the often 

complicated divorce process.   The two worked together well, 

and when asked about her experience Ana stated, ñSamantha 

is good woman and always treated me well and with respect.ò   

Today, Ana maintains her job in a restaurant. She 

enjoys being with her children and her greatest wish for them 

is to be happy. Thanks to Attorney Levihn and Centro Legal, 

Ana can honestly say that her life is ñmejorò (better).  

 

 The M&I Walker's Point branch recently selected 

Centro Legal as the recipient of their annual Cinco de 

Mayo celebration donation.  Ms. Tristan Goetz, branch 

manager, presented the $1,250 donation check to Centro 

Legal staff and Board members at a noon event on May 

5th.  She explained that she chose Centro Legal as the 

grant recipient because of the agency's long history of 

service to the Hispanic community. 

 Attorney  David Eskra joined Centro Legal's team 

as a family law attorney on April 9, 2008. David is a 

Wisconsin native.  He grew up in Muskego and attended 

high school in Waukesha.  David earned a bachelor's 

degree in Wood and Paper Science at the University of 

Minnesota. After college, he worked for ABC Millwork in 

Minneapolis.  When he was dissatisfied with his job, David 

decided to attend Marquette University Law School. 

David graduated in 2007 and, prior to working at Centro 

Legal, worked part-time for two small firms in 

Brookfield.  David is glad to have the opportunity to work 

at Centro Legal and to practice family law. 
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Una Vida Mejor 

M&I Bank Donates $1,250 to Centro Legal 

in Annual Cinco de Mayo Event 

New Faces: David Eskra 

                        Staff:  
 
Michael Balter     Lisette Khalil  
Evelyn Campos     Samantha Levihn 
Lupita Campos      Jason Mishelow 
Brea Engel   Jessica Marquez Murphy 
David Eskra       
 

               Board of Directors:  

 

Domingo Cruz  Harvey Kurtz 
Chris Ford              Jessica Poliner 
Richard Gallun  Larry Salustro  
Richard Glaisner Mary Scheibel 
David Irwin  Daniel Vaccaro 
Thomas Klein  Jesus Villa 

           Volunteers:  

 
Deborah Azar  Devin Holling 
Jessica Barnett  Jaclyn Ostronic 
Kristian Corby  Maureen Post 
Andrew Engel  Katie Vertovec  
Sylvannah Gates Jessica Whitmer 
Andrew Golden  Ashley Wise 


