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part of this
organization
because it is truly
committed to
providing
professional services
to those who would
otherwise have tol
fend without

~Pat Kandziora,

M&l Bank, Vice President of
Business Banking

| Photography by: John Khalil
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Mission Statement

Centro Legal provides affordable legal representation in family
law and criminal misdemeanor defense cases to
low -income clients who would otherwise face the court system
alone. Our attorneys help clients transition out of poverty

toward safety and self -sufficiency.
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Statement from the Interim Directors

Dear Friends:

l

Centro Legal gives us much to be proud of. We have the privilege of [

working with a talented staff, a dedicated Board of Directors, and inspiring I

clients. Itis easy getting up for work each morning knowing that our services

are critical to the lives of those we serve. Consider: |
OLilydéd a victim of domestic violenI it
fighting for the safety and custody of her child. I

-0Tylerdé a college student who was
misdemeanor and who is concerned that a conviction would hinder I
his ability to find a job upon graduation.

-0Debradé a family |l aw client who hals fr
years, but who was too intimidated by the court to pursue a divorce
without help. [
These are but three of the many clients we meet every week. Each client |
receives our full attention and the highest quality legal assistance we can l
offer. Finding practical legal solutions to family and criminal issues that can
devastate economical |l y vwillny,r éaaba dey dpleeeokpr
what we do.
As Centro Legal 6s transitional Ieader;l. s e
mission into the broader community and help more individuals who face the I
daunting task of navigating the justice system. Our outreach program is one
example. Since spring 2008, Centro Legal attorneys have educated the I
community about the basics of the legal system before problems occur.  Our [

free family law workshops teach service providers and potential clients
about the legal procedures associated with common family law issues. The
aim is to inform class participants about what realistic expectations they can
have from the Family Court. Look for us at resource fairs and community
meetings where we will be getting the word out about what we do to those
who need our help.

OWith the coc
help from Centro
Legal, | feel

[
I
[

| confident
While we are expanding our reach to educate the community, our core I
services remain litigation and representing clients in court. As always, our I A
attorneys are committed to the fundamental mission of advocating on non_ymous
behalf of the best interests of those whose economic circumstances may | Client
render an attorney inaccessible. |

[

I

[

I

l

With your support, we will continue to provide meaningful legal counsel to
those who would otherwise face the justice system alone. Thank you.

Warm regards, .
—- , y W/

Lisette Khalil Jason Mishelow
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Statement from the Board Chair

________F___________________

Centro Legal helped nearly six hundred clients in 2007, and many

more taking family members into account. Clients sought help and

found solutions that helped them achieve safety, stability and self -
reliance. We did this with the help of a dedicated staff, a

committed, working Board of Directors, and the support of our

funders and donors. Thanks to each of you.

Looking back on my three years of Board service, | see that Centro

stronger and more stable institution. We are turning our own hopes

into action. We are pursuing financial stability; developing a highly
professional work place, with systems, procedures, data collection,

and other improvements; striving to provide our employees with
benefits and a safe workplace; planning for the future with a five -

OMy hope
and my family is
to raise my kids |

In a safe, healtny |

environmlent. _ _ ) _ .
legal representation. We are actively developing relationships with

[
I
[
I
[
I
[
| Legal is fulfilling its mission and undergoing its transformation into a
[
I
[
I
: feBr busin®8 plan; and paying attention to the growth and

development of our outstanding professionals.
%nized that our clients often need help in addition to direct

~ANonymous other social service agencies to educate ourselves about the many

Client services that are available so that we can refer our clients as

effectively as possible. We are collaborating with some of these
agencies to provide education about family law court proceedings
as a means of extending our outreach and making broader use of
our staffds expertise.

The challenge for all of us is to find ways to meet the unmet needs of
the thousands of misdemeanor defendants and family court litigants
who represent themselves without benefit of legal counsel. We are
developing an effective model to offer assistance to more of those
litigants and help them  turn their hopes into action.  With your

continued support, we can do it. ; : Q

Harvey Kurtz, Board Chair
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Background

Centro Legal was founded in 1991 by two bilingual attorneys as a 1
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Centro Legal was initially designed to |
serve Mil wa u k-speakiag c@pnanity. GQvhr the years, we [
have maintained our name and south -side location, but we have [
grown to serve a very diverse client group. I
|
Centro Legal ds areas of practice hgve evol ved wit
time; today we serve clients in family law and criminal e ——— ——— —
misdemeanor defense cases. We chose these practice =
areas because of the large number of litigants who

require representation in Mi

courts.

Looking Ahead

In the future, we will continue to evaluate and improve our services. |

We plan to reach out to more potential clients and increase |
0Centro Lega
rare job where

idealistic plans about
Centro Legal attorneys will continue to offer education courses for | equality, service and

awareness of our services.

potential pro se litigants concerning family court issues. We hope that |fairness have not only
survived, but have

continued to grow
and strengthen over
ti me. 6

after learning about court procedures and terminology, litigants will
be able to make more informed decisions about how to best
approach the legal system. These free classes will be taught

throughout the community at agencies that serve similar clients.
~ Jason Mishelow,

Centro Legal Family Law

We must continue to secure diverse funding sources from a broader Attorney, Interim Co  -Director

audience. To accomplish this, we will increase our fundraising efforts,
engage new partners and supporters, and collaborate with other

organizations.
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Our Services

Centro Legal litigates and represents
clients throughout their legal matters. We
ensure that our clients understand their
options and the court process. Our staff
includes four full -time bilingual Spanish
speakers and we use volunteer
interpreters to provide other language
assistance when necessary.

Photography by: Jerry King | Famlly Law Services
I
dCentro ILe gal

. . Divorce Paterni
provides me with thel v 'y
opportunity to serve | Child Placement Spousal Support
victims of domestic Child Support Guardian ad Litem
violence, something I Child Custody Domestic Abuse
| feel very strongly = e Ord
about . 0| estraining Order
|
~Jessica Marquez |
Murphy, j Criminal Defense Services
Centro Legal FamilyL,aw ~ ~ -~~~ -~~~ —-=7-—7- =7 =777 =7==7=77 7777~
Attorney
| Battery Theft
| No Contact Violation Disorderly Conduct
| Operating After Revocation Diversion Agreements
| Operating While Intoxicated Possession of Controlled
1 Deferred Prosecution Agreements Substances
|
|
|
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Client Storyd Family Law

—— e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e == =

Tom* came to Centro Legal desperate to be named the legal father I
of his youngest son. The child was only one month old and Tom was I
not married to the childds mother ,I s @ worry that mye e d e
paternity court to have Tom declared the father. The mother I husband might be
. - | able to take the baby
suffered from a serious drug addiction, and Tom was concerned for .
| on his own and could
his sonds well being. : harm herd
_ _ . I 4 don't think I can do
Centro Legal helped Tom file for paternity and Tom was adjudicated .
[ it by myse
the father. He was granted sole custody and placement. Tom I
found solace in knowing that he had secured the rights to his son. I ~ Anonymous
I Clients
Wh e n T o miife, theemxother of his two older children, filed for |
primary placement, Tom knew he could turn to Centro Legal again I
for help. The wife had threatened to strip away the equal I
placement that Tom had since the divorce. Tom was terrified of |
losing contact with his older two children. [
[

Per instruction from his attorney, Tom applied for
the appropriate state benefits, secured a stable

job, and was present and punctual for every

Thankfully, the court decided to keep the same
placement agreement as before, so each

[
I
[
I
meeting and hearing the court scheduled. I
I
[
parent had equal time with the children. Today, I

[

Tom enjoys raising his children at home and

knowing that he can have his family together. I
I
I
l

*Names have been changed to prtblr@chog)ﬁi ienwttoséacptriomac@



